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Thank you for the opportunity, through the Commission’s open consultation process, to draw your attention to the need for marine scientific research to be given a high priority across the six axes of the proposed 7th Framework Programme of the European Union. I do so on behalf of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, in accordance with Council Resolution 4H01 (see below) which was passed on 29 September 2004 at the 92nd Statutory Meeting of ICES.

For more than a century the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea has been promoting and coordinating marine science in the North Atlantic and its adjacent seas. ICES has been a pioneer in establishing a system that continues to efficiently transfer scientific knowledge and insights into the political arena where they can guide and enhance national and regional policy decisions. The network of marine scientists carrying out this unparalleled challenge numbers approximately 1200 researchers in 200 institutes in 19 Member countries and Affiliate countries of ICES. And by developing and facilitating the adoption of the “ecosystem approach” (as originally coined in the Biodiversity Convention), the ICES network enhances the contribution of marine science in meeting societal requirements across a range of human activities which use, or depend on, the ocean and its many resources. Also in this field, ICES is well ahead of the mainstream activities.

The marine science community has well recognized the efforts that the Commission has made in the MAST programmes and through the Framework Programmes of the 1990s. However, there is still an urgent need for you to significantly increase the efforts in the field of marine science in the 7th Framework Programme, as I explain below. 

In the European Union (EU) Strategy for Sustainable Development which has been emphasized at the Gothenburg European Council in 2001, and enlarged to an international scale in the Johannesburg Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, the societal demand for integrating economical and ecological issues has been fully recognised. However, the European seas and other areas of the North Atlantic are currently facing growing economic development within the national EEZ’s, for instance in the growing offshore wind farming technology. Concomitantly, there is the ongoing designation of Marine Protected Areas in the frame of the Nature 2000 network which necessitates new procedures of assessments and compromise mediation, based on science. This, however, requires new and sound foundations of scientific knowledge and understanding of the natural processes on which depend human interactions with the ocean. This essential foundation can only be provided by a strong, high priority marine research effort.
We certainly welcome the news that more resources will be made available for research. However, several marine policy directives are already in force, or emerging, which will require additional sound scientific underpinning such as the Common Fisheries Policy, the Water Framework Directive, and the future European Marine Strategy. What is more, implementing them will require new tools and approaches. These still require development, especially (for example) the application of indicator systems in the framework of the ecosystem approach, which is a new and challenging endeavour that can only be successful if based on sound scientific knowledge and expertise.

Existing initiatives like the ERA-NET projects BONUS, MARINERA and MARIFISH are examples of how EU marine science is successfully working together to meet some of these demands, and I have been asked to draw your attention to the advantages (both for the projects and for the emerging 7th Framework Programme) to establish working links between the proposed 7th Framework Programme and such marine science initiatives. ICES is already working closely with ERA-NET BONUS.

The Commission has correctly emphasised the importance of “the most efficient means of implementation, including management through partnership with the member States and research actors ....”, as you state on your website http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/ future/. As I have pointed out, the marine science community in the north Atlantic, including the North Sea and the Baltic, already has a long-standing, active, efficient and very effective international operational networks, most notably under the aegis of ICES. 

The marine scientific research sector, both within the European Union and outside it, is thus supremely well placed to give a much greater return on research funds invested, than are other S&T sectors which have not built up such a network. 

As an investment opportunity, therefore, marine science offers obvious added value advantages, which I exhort the European Commission to fully recognise when you prioritise the issues to be addressed across the six axes of the proposed 7th Framework Programme. 

Yours sincerely,
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David de G. Griffith

General Secretary

C.Res. 2004/4H01 



The ICES General Secretary shall write to the European Commission (DG Research with copies to DG Fish and DG Environment) urging that priority should be given to marine research in the forthcoming 7th Framework Programme. The letter should draw attention to programs (ERA-NET BONUS, MARINERA, MARIFISH) with which it would be mutually advantageous for the 7th Framework Programme to establish working links.

cc. DG Fish (Jacques Fuchs), DG Environment (Olle Hagström)
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