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Executive Summary
I

existing European institutions and
agencies. Whiletheneed for the creation
of a new Agency was not considered

1. A process of consultation with the 15 essential, theimportance of information,

Member States and the EFTA countries
and the European Commission was
initiated in 1998 by Portugal with the
support of France. Theinitial objective
was to consider the conditions for the
eventual establishment of aco-ordinating
mechanism such as a European Ocean
Agency. Four meetings took place in
Lisbon (13-14 July 1998, 23 November
1998, 27 November 1999, 4 May 2000),
chaired by Professor Mario Ruivo.

. Several background documents were
prepared on behalf of Portugal’ srequest:
European Research in Marine S&T;
Asurvey of European maritime organisa-
tionsand programmes, Main scientificand
technological challengesinrelationship
with Europeanmarinepolicies AEuropean
Ocean Agency: situation of European co-
operation, rationale for its creation;
Elements for the Establishment of a

European Ocean Agency.

. The discussions of the group were
oriented by the concern to identify the
gaps in the European area of marine
science and technology whilemaking sure
that there would not be any duplication
of functions or objectives by already
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co-ordination and networking of marine
sciences and technology was considered
paramount.

. At its last meeting (4 May 2000) the

Working Group unanimously approved
thereport Towardsa New Marine Dimen-
sion for Europe through Research and
Technological Devel opment.

. The main conclusions of the Working

Group are:

I. Recognition of the timeliness of
encouraging networksamong existing
national and European marineresearch
andtechnol ogy inditutions, programmes
andactivities.

ii.  Stimulateconcerted actionsinmarine
scienceand technol ogy.

iii. Recognition of the benefit of afocal
point for information on marine sci-
ence and technology which could :

e facilitate access to relevant data
and information,

e provideaccessand develop
quantitativeindicators, including
Socio-economic data;

e compile and prepare information
ontrendson marine S&T;
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¢ help prepare synthesesto decision-
makers,

o fadlitateaccesstoinformaiontoen-
hance co-operation between scien-
tificand technological ingtitutions,
industry and other stakehol ders;

e contributeto public awarenessand
educationa programmesonmarine
Issues

6. Theworking group recognised that more
work isneeded and stressed theimportance
of pursuingit, soasnot tolosethemomen-
tum and the existing encouraging trends
regarding Europeanresearchasawhole.

Background

The 1998 Internationa Year of the Ocean
drew the attention of the world to the im-
portance of the oceans for the future well-
being of humankind and life on our planet.
Inthiscontext, the Portuguese Minister for
Science and Technology took theinitiative
of starting informal consultations with his
peers on the need for a more cohesive and
efficient European co-operation in marine
science and technology through improved
ingtitutional arrangements, havinginmind,
among other objectives, better support for
theformulation of European marinepolicies
andindustrial competitiveness.

Two meetings attended by representatives
of European governments took place in
Lisbon, 13-14 July and 23 November 1998, to
discussthisissue Theviewsexpressad during
these meetings showed different perspecti-
ves regarding the Portuguese proposal for
the creation of a European Ocean Agency.
Whilesome countriesrecognised theva ueof
theproposal, others expressed reservations,
while others stated that they did not see a
need for such amechanism. Asrecommended
in the meetings, European organisations
involvedin marineaffairswereconsulted. A
few responded, reacting in a positive way,
while advising that duplication of activities
should beavoided.

T
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On the basis of the outcome of this prelimi-
nary assessment, the Portuguese Minister for
Science and Technology set up a Working
Group of European experts (28 June 1999)
designated by their governments with the
objectiveto consider aproposal for the crea-
tion of a European mechanism focused on
marine science and technology. TheWorking
Group should report to Minister Mariano
Gago by beginning of May 2000 so that the
European Ministersfor Scienceand Techno-
logy could discussaproposal, by June 2000,
during the Portuguese presidency of the EU.

At its first meeting (27 November 1999),
different views on the Portuguese proposal
were expressed. Some countries were in
favour, while othershad strong reservations
regarding the creation of anew body sincea
number of European and international or-
ganisationsdeding with marineissuesin Eu-
rope aready existed. The Working Group
established aplan of activitiesincludingiden-
tification of possibleexigting gapsin European
co-operation in marine science and
technol ogy and definition of objectivesand
functions of a new mechanism aiming at
overcoming those gaps, aswell asitsstruc-
ture, organisation and financial support.

A document entitled Towardsa new maritime
dimensionfor Europethroughresearchand
technol ogical devel opment, dedling with the
rationale, objectivesand functions of anew
mechanism, wasdiscussad a thesscond mesting
of theWorking Group (11 February 2000).

A third meeting of the Working Group of
Expertstook placein Lisbon on4 May 2000
to conclude the discussions and adopt the
present report.

TheWorking Group was guided initsdeli-
berations by the political initiatives for en-
hancing European co-operation in marine
affairs(seeappendix 1) and noted the recent
joint meeting (22 March 2000) of the Com-
mission for Science and Technology of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe and the Committeefor Industry, Ex-
ternal Trade, Research and Energy of the
European Parliament on * Scientific and eco-
nomicchalengesfor theexploitationof thesees .
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Rationale

The role of the ocean in world economic
and socia development, and inthe mainte-
nance of theglobal life support system, has
been abundantly demonstrated in recent
literature. Ocean transportation has nearly
doubled since 1975 and the economic return
from activities such asfishing, oil and gas
exploration and tourism has increased
significantly. The combined effect of
economic opportunity and agreeableliving
conditions in coastal areas has led to an
unprecedented increasein population and
urbanisation. The ocean’ smajor contribu-
tion control of weather and climate condi-
tionsisrecognised, and the estimated value
of ecological servicesof ocean and coastal
ecosystems and resources indicates the
decisiveroleof themarine environment and
resourcesintheglobal life support system.
Irreversible disruption of the ocean and
coastal environments and resources may,
therefore, have serious consequencesfor the
sustainability of theglobal system.

In Europe, important scientific and
technological chalengesinrdationto policy
development have been identified in
preparatory documents (Main scientificand
technological challengesinrdationshipwith
European marine policiesand A European
Ocean Agency: situation of European
cooperation, rationale for its creation,
November 1998) as having the following
common features:

¢ importance and need for integrated and
long term approaches to major ocean
iSues,

e interplay between scientific, technological
and socio-economicdimensons,

e increasing interdependence between
scienceand technol ogical devel opment;

e growing concern about sustainability in
exploitation of resources;

e impact of new technologiesand industrial
development, and the pressuresof urban
growth on the marine environment;
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¢ adherencetotheprecautionary principle
asanessentid ingrument for preservation
of coastal and marine systems;

e necessity of interaction between
scientists, industry, the public and policy-
mekers(EU, Satesandloca governments).

Considering existing programmes and
activities of European institutions and or-
ganisations, dealing with marine science
and technology and their applications, one
may make several observations:

e Europehasabroad competenceinadmost
all specific areasof marineresearch and
technol ogy including relevant issueswith
a European dimension. There are ,
however, anumber of areasin European
marine science and technology which
would benefit from a more integrated
approach. This would in turn benefit
research on sustainablefisheries, aquacul-
ture, marine biotechnology, integrated
approachesto coastal management, etc. ..

e Therichdiversity of European institu-
tions and organisations is certainly an
asset for Europethat should be preserved
and mobilised. It could be further
promoted by an information network to
giveeasy accessto policy makersand the
private sector to relevant expertise, in
particular with regard to complex and
highly integrated marineissues.

e Socio-economic data, indicators and
comprehensive synthesesarelacking at
Europeanleve. Thecirculation of infor-
mation and data on various marine is-
sues remain problematic among
European interested parties.

Thus, the present situation in Europe on
marine science and technology would
benefit from:

e improved convergence of European
activitiesinmarinescienceand technology;

e amorecoherent and efficient mobilisation
of Europe spotentid;

e enhanced synergy and continuity of
efforts.
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Forward look:
a new dimension for
European cooperation

TheWorking Group supported encouraging
networks among existing national and
European marine research and technology
institutions, programmes and activities to
stimul ate concerted actions. These networks
could benefit from afocal point for infor-
mation on marine science and technol ogy.
Suchinformation mechanismisexpected to
provide data and information products
targeted at a wide range of end users (ad-
ministrations, industry, local authorities,
NGOs, etc.) who may experiencedifficulty
inaoccessng and assessing dataand information.

Thisinformation mechanism should havethe
following functions:

o Facilitate the accessto consolidated and
integrated relevant dataand information
on research activities and technol ogical
development in co-operationwithexisting
national, European and global ingtitutions;

e Provide access to and stimulate the
development of quantitative indicators,
socio-economic dataand any other related
data;

e Compile and prepare information on
trendson marineresearch and technology;

e Contributeto the preparation of syntheses
requested by decison makers,

o Facilitateaccesstoinformation to enhance
cooperation between scientific and
technological institutions, industry and
other stakeholders,

e Contribute to public awareness and
educational programmes on the impor-
tance of marine issues for the future of
Europe.

The Working Group recognised that, due
tothelimitedtimeavailable, it wasnot pos-
sibleto consider the modus operandi of the
information mechanism. Appropriate
functiona arrangementsto thiseffect should
be considered in duetime.

3

Conclusions

1. The Working Group acknowledges the
exploratory work initiated by Portugal
with the support of France. It recognises
that morework isneeded and stressesthe
importance to pursue it, so as to not to
loose the momentum and the existing
encouraging trendsregarding European
research asawhole.

2. The Working Group recommends that,
within the framework of the EU Com-
munication Towards a European
Research Area, aproject be considered
on advanced cooperation in European
marine science and technology, in
particular using the FP 5 opportunities.

3. The Working Group recognises the
timeliness of encouraging networks
among existing national and European
marine research and technology institu-
tions, programmes and activities to
stimulate concerted actionsand recognises
that these networks could benefit froma
focal point for information on marine
science and technol ogy with thefunctions
referred to in the Report. It agreesthat it
isprematureto comment on the detailed
structureand modus operandi and onthe
appropriate arrangements of such a
mechanism.
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Appendix 1

General context

The Council of Europecommissioned severd
reports on European maritime affairs
(environment, fisheries, science and
technology, industry) in 1998 and the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europeat itsmeeting on 8-9 September 1999
“supported theinitiative of Portugal aiming
at creating a European Ocean Agency and
that thisinitiative should be devel oped by
interested Sates’ .

A summary of the Communication of
Commissioner Busquin, launched in January
2000, on a ‘European Research Area’ was
presented to the 2™ meeting of experts. The
Working Group noted that there was a
parallel between the ideas expressed in the
Communication (networks of excellence,
research infrastructures, benchmarking for
theimplementation of policiesand mobility
of researchers) and the objectives of the
Portuguese initiative for a mechanism to
enhance marine cooperation and
competitiveness.

At its meeting on 22 March 2000 on the
‘ Scientific and economic challengesfor the
exploitation of the seas’, the Committeefor
Industry, External Trade, Research and

Appendix 2

Energy of the European Parliament met
with the Council of Europe’ sParliamentary
Assembly’s Commission on Science and
Technology and the debate pointed out the
timeliness of devel oping aEuropean ocean
policy and improving related institutional
arrangements.

Inthe Presidency conclusionsof theLisbon
SummitinLisbon on23 and 24 March 2000,
“ the European Council asksthe Council and
the Commission, together with the Member
States where appropriate, to take the
necessary stepsas part of the establishment
of a European Research Areato:

e develop appropriate mechanisms for
networ king national and joint research
programmeson avoluntary basisaround
freely chosen objectives, in order totake
greater advantage of the concerted
resour cesdevoted to R& D inthe Member
Sates,....

e Encourage the development of an open
method of coordination for benchmarking
national researchand devel opment policies
and identify, by June 2000, indicator sfor
assessing performanceindifferent fields, in
particular with regard to the devel opment
of human resour ces; introduce by June
2001 a Europeaninnovation scoreboard,...”

Participants in the meetings of the Working Group of Experts on
the Proposal to set up a European Ocean Agency

e Meeting 1: 27 November 1999 e Meeting 2: 11 February 2000 e Meeting 3: 4 May 2000

Chairman Belgium Dr. Philippe Mettens
Professor Mério Ruivo Dr. Frank Monteny Attended medting: 1
Attendedmestings 1,2and3 Attended meetings 1,2 Head of Cabinet

National Intersectorial SSTC, AffairesScientifiques, Ministry of Scientific Research
Oceanographic Commission Techniqueset Culturelles and Economy

Portuguese Committeefor |OC Service Rechercheet SquaredeMeel(is 23

Av. Infante Santo, n°42 - 4° Dével oppement 1000 Bruxelles

1350 Lishoa RuedelaScience8 Tel: (32) 2506 51 11

Portugal 1000 Brussdls Fax: (32) 2 514 46 83

Tel: (351) 21396906172
Fax: (351) 213952212
Email: cointersec.presid@fct.mct.pt

Tel: (32) 2383411
Fax: (32) 2305912
Email: mont@belspo.be

Email: solili@skynet.be
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Dr. J. Wisemberg

Attended megting: 2

Cabinet of Minister of Scientific
Research and Economy
Squarede Meeus 23
1000Brussds

Tel: (32) 2 5065111
Fax: (32) 25144683

Denmark

Dr. Jacon Steen Mdller
Attended mesting: 1

Director

Danish Hydraulic Institute
Marine Environment Division
AgernAllés

2970 Harsholm

Tel: (45) 45 169 179

Fax: (45) 45 169 292
Email: jsm@dhi.dk

Dr. Gorm Bramsnaes
Attended medtings 2and3

Head of Section
Ministry of Research &
Information Technol ogy
Bredgade43

1260 K gbenhavn K

Tel: (45) 33 929724

Fax: (45) 33 150205
Email: gbr@fsk.dk

Finland
Professor Pentti Méalkki
Attended medtings 1and2

Director General

Finnish Institute of Marine
Research

Lyypekinkuja3

POBox 33

00931 Helsinki

Tel: (358) 9 61394400

Fax: (358) 9 61394494

Email: malkki@fimr.fi

France
Dr. Rose Agnés Jacquesy
Attended mestings 1,2and3

Ministére delaRecherche et
delaTechnologie

Direction delaTechnologie
1rueDescartes

75231 ParisCedex 5

Tel: (33) 1 55 55 86 07

Fax: (33) 1 55 55 85 04

Email:
agnes.jacquesy@education.gouv.fr

Dr. Adolphe Nicolas
Attendedmeeting: 1
MinisteredelaRechercheet de
laTechnologie

Direction delaRecherche
1rueDescartes

75231 ParisCedex 5

Tel: (33) 1 55 55 86 07

Fax: (33) 1 55 55 87 52

Email:
adolphe.nicolas@education.gouv.fr

Germany
Professor Peter Ehlers
Attendedmeetings 2and3

President

Federal Maritimeand
Hydrographic Agency
Bernhard-Nocht-Strasse 78
20359 Hamburg

Tel: (49) 40 31901000

Fax: (49) 40 31901004

Email: peter.ehlers@bsh.d400.de

Professor Niels-Peter Riehl
Attendedmeeting: 1
Vice-President

Bundesampt fur Seeschiffahrt
und Hydrographie (BSH)
Bernhard-Nocht-Strasse 78
20359 Hamburg

Tel: (49) 40 31 90 30 00

Fax: (49) 40 31 90 50 32

Email: ruehl@bsh.d400.de

Greece

Professor Anastasios
Eleftheriou

Attended mesting: 1

Expert and Advisor to GSRT
Institute of Marine Biology
of Crete

General Secretariat for Research
and Technology

PO Box 2214

71003 Heraklion

Crete

Tel: (30) 81 242 022/ 366 860
Fax: (30) 81 241 882

Email: telef@imbc.gr
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Iceland
Dr. Olafur Astthorsson
Attended meetings 2and3

Deputy Director of Science
Marine Research Institute
Skulagata4d

PO.Box 1390

121 Reykjavik

Tel: (354) 5520240

Fax: (354) 5623790

Email: osa@hafro.is

Dr. Johann Sigurjonsson
Attendedmeeting: 1

Director General

Marine Research Institute
Skulagatad

PO.Box 1390

121 Reykjavik

Tel: (354) 552 0240

Fax: (354) 562 3790

Email: johann@hafro.is

Ireland
Dr. Geoffrey O’ Sullivan
Attended meetings 2and3

Marine Institute-Corporate
ServicesDivision
International Co-operation
80 Harcourt Street

Dublin 2

Tel: (353) 1 4780333

Fax: (353) 1 4784988

Email: gosullivan@marine.ie

Dr. John Campbell
Attended medting: 1
Ambassador

Embassy of Ireland
RuadalmprensaaEstrela,
n° 1-4°

1200Lishoa

Portugal

Tel: (351) 21 392 94 40
Fax: (351) 21 397 73 63

Italy
Dr. Giuseppe Manzella
Attendedmeetings 1and3

Expert for the Ministry of
Research

ENEA —Marine Environment
Research Centre

P.O.Box 316

19100 LaSpezia

Tel: (39) 0187 978215

Fax: (39) 0187 978273

Email:
manzella@estosf.santateresa.enea.it
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Dr. Silvana Valerga
Attended meting; 2

IMC Scientific Director
International Marine Centre
and CNR
LocaitaSaMardini

09072 Torregrande-Oristano
Tel: (39) 0783 22027/22136/
22032

Fax: (39) 0783 22002

Email:
vallerga@nameserver.ge.cnr.it

Luxembourg

Ambassador Paul Duhr
Attended meetings: 1,2 and 3
Embassy of Luxembourg
Ruadas Janelas Verdes, n°43
1200-690 Lishoa

Portugal

Tel: (351) 213931940

Fax: (351) 213901410

Email: paulduhr@esoterica.pt

Norway

Dr. Lars Horn

Attended mestings 1,2and3
Assistant Director

TheResearch Council of Norway
Stensberggata 256

P.O. Box 2700 St. Hanshaugen
0130040

Tel: (47) 22 037000

Fax: (47) 22 037001
Email: Iho@forskningsradet.no

Mrs. Tine Mgrch Smith
Attended meetings 2and3

EmbaixadadaNoruega
Av. VascodaGama, 1
1400-127 Lisboa
Portugal

Tel: (351) 21 3015344
Fax: (351) 21 3016158

Portugal

Professor Teresa Patricio
Attendedmeetings 1,2and3
Vice-President

Ingtituto da Cooperacéo Cientifica

e Tecnolbgicalnternacional
(ICCTI)

RuaCastilho 5-4

1250-066 Lishoa

Tel: (351) 21 3585351

Fax: (351) 21 3154065

Email: secretariado@iccti.mct.pt

Mrs. Fernanda Sepulveda
Attendedmeetings 1,2and3
Head of Division

Ingtituto de Cooperacao Cientifica
e Tecnol ogicalnternacional
(ICCTI)

R. Castilho 5-4

1250-066 Lishoa

Tel: (351) 21 358 53 00

Fax: (351) 21 315 40 65

Email: f.s.sepulveda@iccti.mct.pt

Mrs. Ana Cristina Neves
Attendedmeeting: 1

Advisor International Affairs
MinisteriodaCienciaeda
Tecnologia(MST)

Pracado Comércio

1190 Lishoa

Tel: (351) 21 881 90 29

Fax: (351) 21 888 24 34
Email: cristina@mct.pt

Spain

Professor Gonzalo Léon
Attended mestings 1,2and3
Deputy Director
Officefor Scienceand

Technology (OCYT)
JostAbascd, 4
28003 Madrid

Tel: (34) 91 5948618
Fax: (34) 91 5948643
Email: gleon@cicyt.es

Sweden

Dr. LarsM. Nilsson
Attended mestings 1,2and3
Director

Swedish Natura Science
Research Council
PO.Box 7142

103 87 Stockholm

Tel: (46) 84544205

Fax: (46) 84544210
Email: lars.nilsson@nfr.se

United Kingdom

Dr. Chris West

Attendedmeeting: 1

Head of International Relations
Natural Environment Research
Council (NERC)

PolarisHouse

North Star Avenue

Swindon SN2 1EU

Tel: (44) 1793 41 1740

Fax: (44) 1793 44 4513
Email: c.west@nerc.ac.uk

European Commission
Dr. Pierre Mathy

Attended medtings 1,2and3
Principal Scientific Officer
Research Directorate-Genera
Ruedelaloi 200

1050 Brussdls

Belgium

Tel: (32) 2 2958160

Fax: (32) 22963024
Email: Pierre.Mathy@cec.eu.int

Advisors

Professor Pierre Papon
Attended mestings 1,2and3
President

osT

Ecole Physique et Chimie
Industrielles (ESPCI)
Laboratoirede Physque
Thermique
10rueVauquelin

75231 Paris Cedex 05
France

Tel: (33) 1 40794507

Fax: (33) 140794795
Email: papon@pmmbh.espci.fr

Dr. Laurent d’Ozouville
Attended medtings 1,2and3

Executive Secretary
ESFMarineBoard

1, Quai Lezay-Marnésia
67080 Strashourg Cedex
France

Tel: (33) 03 88767144
Fax: (33) 03 88251954
Email: dozouville@esf.org

Professor UIf Lie
Attended mestings 2and3
University of Bergen
Centrefor Studies of
Environment and Resources
H@yteknol ogisenteret
5020 Bergen

Norway

Tel: (47) 5555584241
(home: (47) 55360665)
Fax: (47) 55589687
Email: ulf.lie@smr.uib.no
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Appendix 3

List of the documents related to the creation of
a European marine mechanism

All these documents are available on the following WWeb page: http://www.iccti.mct.pt

1. Documents related to the initiative
of Portugal
I

13-14 July 1998
Document prepared for the meeting on
informal consultations on the proposal to
establish an European Ocean Agency:
Memorandum for the creation of a European
Maritime Agency

28 October 1998

Summary notes of the Chairman on Informal
consultations on the proposal to establish a
European Ocean Agency (Lisbon, 13-14 July 1998)

23 November 1998

Documentsprepared for the 2™ Preparatory mee-
tingontheproposd to establishaEuropean Ocean
Agecy

e TheEuropeanressarchinmearineK. T: Asurvey
of European maritimeorganisationsand pro-
grammes

Main scientific and technological challenges
inrelationshipwith Europeanmarinepolicies
A European Ocean Agency: Situation of
European cooperation, rationalefor itscreation
Elementsfor theestablishment of a European
OceanAgency

4 December 1998

Chairman’s summary notes: 2™ Preparatory
meeting ontheproposal to establisha European
Ocean Agency (Lisbon, 23 November 1998)

Early 1999

e Memorandumfor a European Ocean Agency

e Draft Memorandum of Understanding for
the creation of a European Ocean Agency

23 December 1999

Chairman’'ssummary notes. First meeting of the
Wbrking Group on the proposal on settingup a
European Ocean Agency (27 Novermber 1999)

11 February 2000

Document prepared for the 2" meeting of the
Working Group on the proposal on setting up
aEuropean Ocean Agency: Towardsanew ma-
ritimedimension for Europethroughresearch
andtechnological devel opment

2. Documents related to the initiative
of the Council of Europe
I

April 1998

Proceedings of the Parliamentary Conference
ontheOceans, CitédesScienceset del’ Indudtrie,
Paris, 19 March 1998

September 1998

e Future challenges in European maritime
scienceand technology (report by Mr Roseta,
Committee for Science and Techonology,
Doc.8164, 7 September 1998)

Sustainable exploitation of living marine
resour ces(report by Mr Carvalho, Committee
on Agriculture and Rural Development,
Doc.8165, 9 September 1998)

Theoceans. state of themarineenvironment
and newtrendsininternational lawof thesea
(report by Mrs Blunck, Committee on the
Environment, Regional Planning and Local
Authorities, Doc. 8177, 9 Septermber 1998)
Parliamentary Assembly: Summary record
of the meeting on the Oceans, Lisbon, 31
August- 1 September 1998

Recommendations adopted by the
Parliamentary Assembly on 24 September
1998:

¢ Resolution 1168 (1998) and Recommendation
1387 (1998): Futurechallengesin European
maritime science and technol ogy

Resolution 1169 (1998) and Recommendation
1388 (1998): The Oceans. sateof themarine
environment and new trendsin internatio-
nal law of thesea

Resolution1170(1998): Sudtainableexploita-
tionof living marineresources

April 1999
Oceans. Debatesof the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe, 175p.

8-9 September 1999
Document 8515 adopted by the Committee of
Ministersof the Council of Europe
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